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oral and documentary evidence required to guide it to a decision
as to the desirability or otherwise of the ill-starred contract itself.

As time went on and progress remained imperceptible? the
difficulties in the path of an inexperienced lay chairman pre-
siding over a body in which legal questions were constantly
arising, and upon the decision of which strong and often violent
party feeling was brought to bear, became daily more apparent.
Heated interchanges and undignified bickerings constantly inter-
rupted and degraded the proceedings without materially advancing
the search for truth or substantially accelerating the moment at
which Ministers could be called to give evidence. Over the whole
period of their sittings more than 29,000 questions were asked
by members of the committee in examination or cross-examination
and, as was only to be expected from the beginning, they were
even so unable to agree upon a unanimous report. Perhaps the
committee's chief service to the Ministers concerned was to
expose to the public the desire of the Opposition to make political
capital out of the episode at all costs, but even such an exposure
was a poor compensation to them for endless months of vilification
without opportunity for reply.

It had been generally expected that the committee would
almost immediately summon the Ministers to make their state-
ments, but the inquiry opened with a long procession of Civil
Servants and representatives of the Services and of the Dominions,
whose evidence was considered material in tracing the course of
events leading up to the signing of the contract. Of course,
nothing came to light which could give even the remotest sup-
port to the allegation that any Minister had been guilty of the
slightest impropriety, but the attacks in the hostile press con-
tinued with unabated fury and the rumours circulated with
increasing venom.

By January 14, 1915, the committee had made sufficient
progress to issue an interim report to the effect that it was a
matter of urgency that a chain of Imperial wireless stations
should be established, as proposed in the agreement submitted to
them, a conclusion at which the responsible Government depart-
ments had arrived many months ago. The committee recom-
mended that the Government should itself take steps to secure
suitable sites in the places where stations were to be erected, and
that a highly-qualified technical committee should be set up to
decide between the merits of the various rival systems* These
recommendations were accepted and acted upon by the Govern-
ment, and a Technical Committee was constituted under the
chairmanship of Mr. Justice Parker (afterward Lord Parker of